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A typical seedling

The plant will 
grow opposite 
the direction of 
the first true 
leaf.

Plant will begin 
to vine in the 
direction shown.
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Proper vine training
June 6th
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Proper vine training

June 24th July 1st

Primary (main) vine and secondary (side) vines
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Pruning and training
Keep at it over the entire season.

Use bamboo stakes to guide the side vines 
perpendicular to the main vine and pinch the 
tertiary vines.

http://www.hydroempire.com/store/images/bamboo.jpg
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A properly pruned plant 
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Overall Patch picture

Photo by DeBacco



Female and Male flowers

Photo by DeBacco



Pollinating (transferring pollen)



Remember to Cover and label 
the new pollination (or cross)
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Put something under the 
pumpkin

Once your pumpkin has reached basketball 
size (or even sooner) it is a good idea to put 
something under it.

You want to minimize the soil to pumpkin 
contact to reduce the chance of rotting.

Simple weed-block and sand has worked for me.



Spraying your plants

There are many diseases and insects that 
can hurt your pumpkin plant.  

If you are careful what and when you spray 
you can get the greatest return with the 
smallest amount of input.



Suggested Suppliers
Holland's Land of Giants

Fertilizers (kelp, fish)

www.hollandsgiants.com

Extreme Pumpkin Store
General growing supplies (fertilizers, 
insecticides, fungicides, other)

www.Extremepumpkinstore.com



Fertilizers- slow and steady
Applying a little bit often is better then a 
lot at once.
Seaweed
Humic Acid
Supply Companies: Agro-K / Growth Products

Calcium
Potassium
Zinc
Other mixes (ex. 9-18-9)



Insects:
Cucumber Beetles

http://wihort.uwex.edu/Phenology/CucumberBeetles.ht
ml



Squash Vine Borers (SVB)

http://www.ipm.uiuc.edu/ifvn/volume13/images/squash_vine_borers.j
pg



Controlling Insects

-Sevin:
(very harmful to many organisms, including 

earthworms)

-Admire: (a.i. imidacloprid)
(systemic, can be hard to find)
http://cgi.ebay.com/Admire-Pro-pint-bottle-Pest-Insecticide-concentrate_W0QQitemZ120170528455QQihZ002QQcategoryZ97117QQrdZ1QQssPageNameZWD1VQQ_trksidZp1638.m118.l1247QQcmdZViewItem#ebayphotohosting

-SpinTor 2SC: (a.i. spinosad) 
(IPM recommended)

http://www.dowagro.com/usag/prod/039.htm

http://www.fdsons.com/images/L&G/sevin_concentrate_bug_killer_7100.jpg



Most common disease
Powdery Mildew

http://www.bigpumpkins.com/Diary/DiaryViewOne.asp?eid=561
49

http://pubs.caes.uga.edu/caespubs/pubcd/B1178-w/B1178-
12b.jpg



Controlling
Powdery Mildew

Milk (40%)

Compost Tea

Daconil

Potassium Bi-carb

Neem Oil
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How to apply 
products

Read label of product

Be sure to spray during times of low light

Cover both sides (top and bottom) of the 
leaves to increase the effectiveness of 
materials you are applying.
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Harvesting
There are many different methods used 
but keep these ideas in mind...

1. Be careful
2. You can never have too many helpers.
3. Bring it to the Durham Fair!!
� Regardless of size



2007
State Record!!

Photos by Bart 
Toftness



Bart's simple
Tripod Method
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Good Luck to everyone!!!

Hope to see you all at the 
Durham Fair this year!

Check out...

www.Team-Pumpkin.org


